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APPELLATIONS OF ORIGIN AND GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS: THE SYSTEM OF
REGISTRATION AND THEIR ROLE AS PROMOTERS OF MACEDONIAN PRODUCTS

Emilija Gjorgjioska
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Abstract: According to the Law on Industry Property of the Republic of North Macedonia Appellations of
Origin (AOs) and Geographical Indications (Gls) are different industrial property rights. Although the number
of protected Appellations of Origin and Geographical Indications is not on the same level as Trademarks or
Patents, their importance for the Macedonian economy cannot be dismissed or omitted. This is so because
these rights indicate that a certain product should have certain characteristics and as such be recognizable to
consumers. This alone protects the geographical name from misuse, imitation, or false declaration.

In the context of this, in this paper, the authors will analyze the notion of geographical indicators -
Appellations of Origin and Geographical Indications according to the Macedonian legal framework, procedure,
and the benefits of protection of these industrial property rights.

Also, according to the relevant institutional Reports, the authors will make an analysis of the number
of protected Appellations of Origin and Geographical Indications, the nature of protected products, and
their further role as a promoter of Macedonian production of products that are typically for the Macedonian
environment.

During the analysis, the authors will give a briefreview of some of the most used Macedonian products that
are protected as a geographical name. A typical example is: Macedonian ajvar, Kochani rice, Krivopalanecki
honey, Ohird pearls, and many others. This should not be surprising because the Republic of North Macedonia
is known for many products that are recognizable in specific places or areas.

The methods of analysis, abstraction, and generalization, as well as comparative analysis, will be used.
The authors will give some recommendations for further improvement of the legislation and some measures
for easier gaining knowledge, to simplify and make the process more accessible to applicants who may be a
natural or legal person, a group of producers and manufacturers of the same products.

Keywords: Appellations of Origin, Geographical Indications, national value, Macedonian products,
industrial property law.
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Introduction

The issue of geographical names and pro-
tection of geographical names is an important
segment of industrial property law. This issue
has legal and economic significance due to the
existence of a relationship/link between the ge-
ographical origin and the quality, reputation, or
other characteristics of the product. It is precisely
because of this that there is a need for the proper
protection of geographical names, and with this,
also of potential consumers. This trend is fol-
lowed by Macedonian Law on industry property.

The Republic of North Macedonia is main-
ly an agricultural country with specific geograph-
ical location and climate. On the grounds our
country produces a significant number of prod-
ucts whose quality or characteristics highly de-
pend on the geographical environment, including
natural and human factors, and which has given
them a good reputation.

Protection of geographical names for each
national economy has a significant importance,
in a manner to protect, increase and to promote
the national inheritance, national cultural tourism
also to increase the profit of the authorized users
of protected rights which almost always are local
small and medium enterprises or farmers.

1. Literature review

Geographical names with the two proto-
types: Appellations of Origin and Geographical
Indications have been objects of interest in a great
number of books, scientific and professional pa-
pers and research. Indications of source or appel-
lations of origin as a specific type of industrial
property rights geographical names have been
mentioned in the Paris Convention for the Pro-
tection of Industrial Property adopted on March
20, 1883.

Because protection of geographical names
protects the specific source of origin of the prod-
ucts it is natural for each country to dedicate vast
attention in regulation of these rights and pro-

cedure for their protection. Namely, the specific
geographical names represent cultural, natural
and traditional heritage in production of some
products. Thus, each country should take care
of the promotion and protection of geographical
names. Numerous world-famous products pro-
tected with trademarks or geographical names
create a positive influence on the country from
which they originate from. In this sense, indica-
tions of geographical origin possess characteris-
tics of marketing and promotion of the relevant
product, but also of the origin country.! In the
case of geographical indications, these names
associate a particular product with some region,
place or country they originate from. The associ-
ation arises because the quality or characteristics
of the foodstuft are somehow associated with the
geographical environment.? Products with a ge-
ographical indication have a special significance
for underdeveloped and developing countries and
mainly agricultural-oriented countries. Products
with geographical indication make a special con-
tribution where it is most needed: in marginal-
ized rural areas.’ Geographical indications create
new working places at the local level and have
a great influence in developing rural areas. Geo-
graphical indication also gives an opportunity for
the producers to get better prices for the products
produced according to traditional recipes in spe-
cific geographical places.* Plenty of researchers
indicates that consumers are ready to pay more
for products that are protected such as appelation
of origin. Willingnes to pay (WTP) for appelation
of origin is object of research worldwide, treaten
by different customized methodos and statisti-
cal data (BAZOCHE et al., Skuras and Vakrou).
Kazakova-Mateva also ephisized the socieo-eco-
nomic benefits from geographic indications in
Europe.

SEE countries/territories are rich in tradi-
tional food products, and strong links between
agrobiodiversity, traditional knowledge, cultural

! Cairns, G. Evolutions in food marketing, quantifying the impact, and policy implications. Appetite,

62(1), 2013, pp. 194-197.

% Spence, M. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, Oxford university press, 2007.
3 Lukinovi¢, M., Opaci¢, A., Milojevi¢, I. Geographical indications as a means of valorization of
economic business— a chance for rural recovery. Socioloski pregled / Sociological Review, vol. LV (4), 2020,

pp. 1412-1437.

4 Cerani¢, J. ZASTITA OZNAKA GEOGRAFSKOG POREKLA. Uskladivanje prava Republike Srbije
sa pravnim tekovinama EU : prioriteti, problemi, perspektive. Institut za uporedno pravo, Beograd, 2012, pp.

55-74.
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diversity and local innovations that are visible in
the region provide unique products with specific
features, which are not protected yet, at national
or EU level.®

Research on the geographical names reg-
istered in the Republic of North Macedonia are
really rare. Most of the papers are oriented on the
legal aspects and background of the geographical
names’ regulation. On the other hand, there are a
significantly bigger number of papers about geo-
graphical names and their influence on the local
economy and tourism in the neighboring coun-
tries. Radovanovi¢, analyzed the national and
international protection of agricultural products
and food with geographical names — the case of
Serbia.

Research based on some kind of food or
beverages protected with appellation of origin or
geographical indicators is not so rare. That is the
example with Italian wines.® Geographical indi-
cations protection in the Republic of Macedonia
with reference to wines, with special emphasis to
the legal framework related to the wines was pro-
foundly analyzed by Buchkovski, Naumovski,
Gavrilovic, Vuchen in 2017. Kovacevi¢, Kljaic,
(2021) made a profound analysis on the develop-
ment and importance of geographical indications
in Western Balkan countries (Serbia, Albania,
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Bosnia and Her-
zegovina). The analysis for North Macedonia is
concentrated on the Law on the quality of agri-
culture products.

It is evident that there is a huge space for
research into the field of geographical indications
such as special industrial property rights, taking
into consideration the fact that there are sectoral
law regimes for agriculture products and wines.

2. National legal framework

Geographical names in Macedonian law
are protected with Appellations of Origin (AOs)
and Geographical Indications (GIs). Appella-
tions of Origin and Geographical Indications are
regulated in the Law on Industry property of the
Republic of North Macedonia, adopted in 2009.
In 2011 the Rulebook for the protection of Ap-

pellations of Origin and Geographical indications
was adopted by the Director of the State office of
Industrial property. The purpose of this act was
to prescribe in detail all the formal aspects of
the protection procedure, the form and contents
of the application for the protection of the geo-
graphical name, elaborate such as necessary part
of the application, the competent institutions that
issued the elaborates, the form of the Register of
protected rights, etc.

In 2010 the Law on the quality of agricul-
ture products was adopted, which is lex specialis
when Appellations of Origin and Geographical
Indications are registered for agricultural prod-
ucts. In that direction in 2012 a special Rulebook
was adopted on the form, content, size and use of
the signs and symbols “Protected Appellations of
origin”, “Protected geographical indication” and
“Mark of guaranteed traditional specialty”. This
Rulebook is harmonized with Commission Reg-
ulation (EC) No 1216/2007 of 18 October 2007
laying down detailed rules for the implementa-
tion of Council Regulation (EC) No 509/2006 on
agricultural products and foodstuffs as traditional
specialties guaranteed, Commission Regulation
(EC) No 1898/2006 of 14 December 2006 lay-
ing down detailed rules of implementation of
Council Regulation (EC) No 510/2006 on the
protection of geographical indications and des-
ignations of origin for agricultural products and
foodstuffs and Commission Regulation (EC)
No 628/2008 of 2 July 2008 amending Regula-
tion (EC) No 1898/2006 laying down detailed
rules of implementation of Council Regulation
(EC) No 510/2006 on the protection of geo-
graphical indications and designations of origin
for agricultural products and foodstuffs CELEX
no. 32008R0628.

Macedonian legislator follows sectoral
legislation when special kinds of wins are reg-
istered as Appellations of Origin (AOs) and
Geographical Indications (Gls). Law on wine
adopted in 2024 is compliant with the Commis-
sion Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/33 of 17
October 2018 supplementing Regulation (EU)
No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and

5 Srbinovska, S., Corsinovi, P., Ilic, B., Pavloska Gjorgjieska, D., Mohr,B., Djimrevska, 1., FOOD quality
policy: schemes of geographical indications and traditional specialities in South East Europe, Skopje: Standing
working group for regional rural development (SWG), 2020.

¢ Malorgio, G., Camanzil., Grazia, C. Effectiveness of Appellations of Origin on international wine

market, 2007.

156



Oguyuanno uzdanue na FOpuouuecxkua gpaxynmem na BTY ,, Cs. c6. Kupun u Memoouii **

of the Council as regards applications for pro-
tection of designations of origin, geographical
indications and traditional terms in the wine sec-
tor, the objection procedure, restrictions of use,
amendments to product specifications, cancella-
tion of protection, and labeling and presentation
CELEX no. 32019R0033) and Commission Im-
plementing Regulation (EU) 2019/34 of 17 Oc-
tober 2018 laying down rules for the application
of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 CELEX 6p.
32019R0034. Should also stress that is evident
certain particularities concerning the civil proce-
dural protection of geographical names regulated
by sectoral legislation and rulebooks in the Re-
public of North Macedonia.

The problem of particularism of sectoral
legislation, (non)functionality and (in)applica-
bility, when deciding to register a geographical
indication covered by Macedonian sectoral leg-
islation remains.” According to all of these three
laws, the procedure of AOs or GIs registration
may be conducted in front of two different au-
thorities: State office of industrial property (ac-
cording to the Law on industrial property) or
Ministry of agriculture, forestry and water econ-
omy (according to the Law on the quality of agri-
cultural products and Law on wine).

As a strategy measure in the Draft National
strategy for intellectual property for 2022-2026,
it was proposed to adopt a new Law on appella-
tion of origin and geographical indications, and a
new Rulebook in manner to modernize national
legislative and to be harmonized with EU leg-
islation and international legal framework (bul,
2021).

Very important step for improvement
of the international protection of geographical
names in the Republic of Macedonia was made
in 2010, when the Republic of Macedonia signed
the Lisbon Agreement for the protection of Ap-
pellations of Origin and their international regis-
tration. The Lisbon agreement for the Protection
of Appellations of Origin and their Internation-
al Registration in the first version was signed in
1958. The agreement was revised in Stockholm

on July 14, 1967, and amended on September
28, 1979. The last revision of the Lisbon agree-
ment was made with the Geneva actin 2015. The
agreement and the act established a single system
called the Lisbon System where may be protected
appellation of origin and geographical indication
through one procedure. According to the official
statistics 44 countries are members of this sys-
tem, including the Republic of North Macedonia.
Very important benefit of the Lisbon system is
that interested parties through a single registra-
tion procedure in front of the World intellectual
property organization may obtain registration of
Appellations of Origin or geographical indicators
at the same time in all countries members of the
Lisbon system with only one fee. The fee for in-
ternational registration amounts to 1.000 Swiss
francs. The benefits of the Lisbon system may be
used only by legal or natural persons that are en-
titled to use Appellations of Origin or Geograph-
ical indications that originate from some of the
contracting parties of the agreement.® According
to the Lisbon agreement the only recognized and
important relation is the place of origin of reg-
istered Appellations of Origin or Geographical
Indications. Another important prerequisite is the
Appellations of Origin or Geographical Indica-
tions that are applied to be registered according
to this agreement is to be already protected in the
contracting party where the product originates,
no matter if the protection was made with judicial
decision, legislative or other form of administra-
tive act. For the protected Appellations of Origin
or Geographical Indications WIPO publishes a
Bulletin on yearly basis where the names of all
the registered Appellations of Origin or Geo-
graphical Indications are publicly available.

3. Notion for Appellations of Origin and
Geographical Indications

Paris Convention for the Protection of In-
dustrial Property of March 20, 1883, when enu-
merating the objects of protection of industrial
property rights in article 1 paragraph (2) use the
terms “indications of source” or “appellations

7 Buchkovski, V., Naumovski, G., Gavrilovic N., Vuchen, F. Geographical indications protection in
the Republic of Macedonia with reference to wines. Collection of Papers of the Fifth National Seminar with
International Participation 26th April 2017, University of Library Studies and Information Technologies,

University Youth Knowledge Academy. Sofia, 2017.

§ Reboul, Y., Polenak-Akimovska, M., Naumovski, G. Introduction to Trademarks and Geographical
Indications, Faculty of Law lustinianus Primus. Skopje, 2010, pp. 183.
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of origin”. During the Lisbon conference con-
ducted in 1958 was emphasized that those two
notions are not synonyms and that they must be
disitingueshed (Bolos, 2011). The World intellec-
tual property organization, when operating with
the protection of these rights through the Lisbon
System operates with the notions “Appellation of
Origin” and “Geographical Indication”.

Appellation of Origin is the geographical
name of the country, region or place marking the
product which originates from that region, the
quality and characteristic of which are exclu-
sively or mainly conditioned by the geographical
environment, including the natural and human
factor, and the production, processing, and prepa-
ration of which are entirely carried out in the lim-
ited region of origin.

Geographical Indication is the geographi-
cal name of the country, region or place mark-
ing the product the quality, reputation, or other
characteristic of which may be essentially attrib-
uted to its geographical origin. The geographical
indication of a product may be protected only if
the production and/or processing and/or prepara-
tion for production are carried out in the place
of origin. The geographical name which does not
comply with the requirements for protection with
appellation of origin may be protected as geo-
graphical indication.

According to the art. 232 of Law on indus-
trial property: “an appellation of origin or geo-
graphical indication cannot be granted for protec-
tion of name of the place of origin of a the product
which: 1. does not meet the requirements under
this Law, 2. is against law or morality; 3. with its
contents may be misleading as to the kind, origin,
quality, manner of production or other character-
istics of the product; 4. is identical to the name of
a plant variety or animal race, in case in which
it may be misleading as to the geographical ori-
gin of the product; 5. is identical or similar to a
geographical name or trademark previously reg-

istered for identical or similar products, when it
may be misleading to the average consumer”.

Geographical names in the Republic of
North Macedonia may be used for natural, ag-
ricultural, industrial, handcraft and home-made
products.” Food most often represents the area
from which it originates and where it is pro-
duced, and thus over time it becomes a symbol of
a certain locality, reflecting the authenticity of the
destination. Thus, the concept of appellation of
origin and geographical indication is most often
associated with foods."”

An origin-linked product can become the
pivotal point of a specific-quality virtuous circle
within a territorial approach, meaning that its
promotion as a GI product can have positive ef-
fects that are reinforced over time, thus allowing
preservation of the agrifood system and related
social networks, which in turn contributes to eco-
nomic, sociocultural and environmental sustain-
ability."! In that way, the promotion of protected
geographical names has a positive influence on
the agricultural and food sector by encouraging
its protection and reputation within the national
economy.'?

4. Procedure for the protection of the ge-
ographical names

Bearing in mind that the procedure for pro-
tection of AOs and GIs can be conducted accord-
ing to two different laws, depending on the nature
of the products whose geographical origin needs
to be protected, in the next chapter we will con-
tinue with the analysis of the registration proce-
dure according to the Law on industrial property,
as more general law.

Procedure of protection of geographical
name is a specific administrative procedure that
contains two different phases. The first phase of
establishing and protecting geographical name is
an initial procedure and the second one is regis-
tering authorized users of the rights. The unique-

? Naumovski, G. Geographical Indications in Macedonian Law WIPO. Geneva. Research Papers from
the WIPO-WTO Colloquium for Teachers of Intellectual Property Law, 2010.

10 Kilibarda N., Mizdrakovi¢, V., Brdar, I. Koncept oznake geografskog porekla hrane u funkciji
promocije kulturnog turizma. Book of proceedings, Singidunum University International Scientific Conference
CULTURE, HERITAGE AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT SITCON, 2018, pp. 229-235.

' Vandecandelaere E., Arfini, F., Belletti, G., & Marescotti, A. Linking people, places and products.
Published by arrangement with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations by REDD, 2010.

12Radovanovic, N. Marketing prehrambenih proizvoda, Nacionalna i medunarodna zastita poljoprivrednih
i prehrambenih proizvoda putem oznaka geografskog porekla — slucaj Srbije, Dosije studio, 2014.
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ness of the geographical names’ protection as a
specific collective industrial property right allows
all the authorized users that produce the specific
product in the specific geographical area to use
the geographical name if they fulfill the specific
quality requirements and if they are registered as
users in the special Register. In this regard the
act of establishing a designation of a geographi-
cal name, does not give the person who initiated
the procedure a monopoly right to use that desig-
nation of geographical name."

Appellations of Origin and Geographical
Indications in Macedonian law can be protected
in special administrative procedure.

The application for grant of protection of a
geographical name and/or acquisition of the right
to use a protected geographical name is initiated
by filing an application containing a request for
grant of geographical name and request for grant
of the right to use a protected geographical name,
accompanied by the other supplements provided
for by this Law on Industry property.'*

One application may refer to protection
and grant of the right to use only one geographi-
cal name relating to only one type of product.

The application for the protection of the
geographical name can be submitted by natural
and legal persons who produce a certain product
and forms of associations that can acquire rights
and assume obligations in relation to protection,
1.e. the right to use, and - state authority, unit of
local self-government and chambers interested in
the protection of geographical names in the area
of their activity. When foreign persons submit the
application, in addition to the request for protec-
tion of a geographical name, i.e. to the request for
recognition of the right of use, they attach a copy
of a public document or other legal act in the of-
ficial language of the country of origin as proof
that the geographical name is protected in that
country, i.e. that the right of an authorized user is
recognized, as well as a certified translation in the
Macedonian language.

The application for protection of geograph-
ical name must contain a request for protection of
the geographical name with indication that the re-

quested protection is by geographical indication
or appellation of origin.

The application for protection of geo-
graphical name by appellation of origin, apart
from the request for protection of geographical
name, must also contain elaboration for the prod-
uct which shall be marked with the geographical
name.

The application for protection of geograph-
ical name by geographical indication, apart from
the request for protection of geographical name,
must also contain specification for the product
which shall be marked with the geographical
name.

If the application does not contain all the
necessary evidence, the Office calls the submitter
of the application within 30 days from the day of
receipt of the call to remove the established defi-
ciencies. At the reasoned request of the applicant,
the deadline may be extended for a maximum of
30 more days. If the applicant does not correct
or fulfill the application within the specified pe-
riod or does not pay the costs that he is obliged
to pay, the Office will reject the application for
the protection of the geographical name, i.e. the
application for recognition of the right to use the
protected geographical name.

If the Office determines that the application
does not meet the conditions for the protection of
the geographical name, i.e. to recognize the right
of an authorized user of the protected geograph-
ical name, will notify the applicant in writing of
the reasons for which he cannot protect the geo-
graphical name, i.e. to recognize the right of an
authorized user and will call the applicant to state
the reasons within 90 days from the day of receipt
of the notice. Upon a reasoned request from the
applicant, it can, from justified reasons, the dead-
line should be extended for a maximum of 90
days. If the applicant does not make a statement
within the stipulated period or if it is declared,
and the Macedonian state industrial property Of-
fice determines that the geographical name can-
not be protected/recognized the application will
be refused with a decision.

If the application for the protection of the
geographical name meets the conditions provid-

13 Ceranié, J. ZASTITA OZNAKA GEOGRAFSKOG POREKLA. Uskladivanje prava Republike
Srbije sa pravnim tekovinama EU : prioriteti, problemi, perspektive. Institut za uporedno pravo, Beograd,

2012, pp. 55-74.

14 Leki¢, B. Current issues in the field of intellectual property rights protection, Skopje, 2012.
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ed by law, the Macedonian state industrial prop-
erty Office will decide for the protection of the
geographical name and record it in the Register
of protected geographical names. All protected
geographical names are published in the official
newsletter issued by the Office on monthly basis,

The Office shall issue to the authorized
user of the protected geographical name a certif-
icate for the recognized right of authorized user
within 6 months from the date of issuing of the
decision.

The term of protection of geographical
names is unlimited. The right to use protected
geographical names shall last for 5 years and
may be renewed an infinite number of times. The
right-owner shall file an application for renewal
of the right before the expiration of the five-year
period.

5. Registration of Appellations of Origin
and Geographical Indications

Over 6000 products registered under Ap-
pellations of Origin or Geographical Indications
originate from the European Union member
countries, led by Italy, afterward France, Spain,
Portugal, and Greece. The great part of these
products are agricultural and food products such
as meat, cheese, cereals, fruits, vegetables, and
oils.”” The latest statistics issued by WIPO in
2024 in terms of regional distribution, shows
that Europe had the most Gls in force, amount-
ing to 52.5%, followed by Asia (39.5%), Oceania
(3.6%), Northern America (2.8%), Latin America
and the Caribbean (1.6%) and Africa (0.2%).'°As
a comparison, the number of protected geograph-
ical indications in Greece in 2017 was 267."
According to the State register of geographical
indications in Bulgaria, the current number of
registered products is 297.'%

Appellations of Origin and Geographical
Indications in Macedonian law are registered in
the official Macedonian register. Macedonian
state industrial property office keeps registers of

applications, registers of recognized industrial
property rights and registers of representatives in
the field of industrial property. Macedonian state
industrial property office publishes the names of
all Geographical indicators that are recognized in
the Bulletins that are published monthly. These
Bulletins are publicly available, and any interest-
ed legal or natural person has the right to access
them. Unfortunately, the Register in systemized
form is not available on the official web site of
the Macedonian state industrial property office.
For the purposes of the research, the authors sub-
mitted a Request for free access to public infor-
mation about the number of registered geograph-
ical names in the Republic of North Macedonia.

According to the answer of the Macedo-
nian state industrial property office, the statistics
shows that 56 appellations of origin and geo-
graphical indicators (1 is annulated) are regis-
tered in the official Macedonian register.

Graph 1: Number of registered geographical names in
the Republic of North Macedonia (1999 — 2023), ac-
cording to the Law on industrial property
Source: State office of industrial property

The statistics unfortunately show that the
number of registered geographical names de-
creased in the last 5 years. Apparently, in the pe-
riod of the last 15 years (2009-2023) only in 2013
and 2019 have been registered 1 and 3 geographi-
cal names, respectively.

15 Giovannucci, D., Josling, T., William, K. A., O’Connor, B., & Yeung, M. T, Guide to Geographical
Indications — Linking Products and Their Origins. Geneva: International Trade Centre, 2009.
16 World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) (2024). World Intellectual Property Indicators 2024.

Geneva: WIPO. DOI: 10.34667/tind.50133, pg.162.

17 European Commission: Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development, Study on eco-
nomic value of EU quality schemes, geographical indications (Gls) and traditional specialities guaranteed
(TSGs) — Final report, Publications Office, 2021, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2762/396490

8 bpo_online - portal.bpo.bg accessed on 13.1.2025.
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type of the products of geographical names in
Macedonia

mushrooms, 1,2% . bluberries 1, 2%
chestnuts, 1, 2%

ajvar, 1, 2% bean,1,2%
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5, 0%
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m mushrooms m bean m bluberries m chestnuts

Graph 2: Type of products of registered geographical
names in the Republic of North Macedonia, according
to the Law on industrial property
Source: State office of industrial property

Graph 2 shows that the most registered
geographical names according to the Law on in-
dustrial property are waters-30,54%, followed by
wine with 10,18% and white sheep cheese with
5.9%.

The Registry of AOs and GIs published
by the Ministry of agriculture, forestry and wa-
ter economy, shows that three geographical in-
dications have been registered in the Republic of
North Macedonia according to Law on the qual-
ity of agriculture products. The first one: Ohird‘s
cherry has been registered in 2017, the second
one: Prespa’s apple has been registered in 2022
and the third one: Macedonian lamb from Ovce-
polska pramenka has been registered in 2023."

According to the Lisbon Database the fol-
lowing 5 Macedonian products are registered in
the Lisbon system: Macedonian ajvar, Krivo-
palanka’s honey, Disan, Kocani’s rice, Ohrid’s
pearls. Macedonian ajvar and Krivopalanka’s
honey were registered on 23 October 2010, Disan
on 23 November 2010, Kocani’s rice on 1 De-
cember 2010 and Ohrid’s pearls on 31 March
2015.

All the above-mentioned Registers unfor-
tunately show that there is an evident decrease
trend in registering appellation of origin or geo-
graphical indications from the Republic of North
Macedonia in the last few years.

Conclusion
In economic terms, geographical names
clearly enable the differentiation of the products

on the market, due to their attractiveness and
quality. This practically provides a certain “ex-
territoriality” in terms of promotion on the wid-
er market. Therefore, geographical names create
an added value because consumers are ready to
pay a higher price due to the connection of the
production to a particular geographical area. Ge-
ographical names also contribute to the preser-
vation of biodiversity, local skills and natural re-
sources and positively influence tourism.

The Republic of North Macedonia is main-
ly an agricultural country with specific geograph-
ical location and climate. On the grounds our
country produces a significant number of prod-
ucts whose quality or characteristics highly de-
pend on the geographical environment, including
natural and human factors, and which has given
them a good reputation. It is obvious that appel-
lation of origin and geographical indications are
not so common and well known among possible
users of these rights in Macedonia. Macedonia
as an agricultural country, with a rich tradition in
handmade production and craft, has great poten-
tial for further development.

There are a few obstacles that must be
overcome for further development and applica-
tion of geographical names. In this manner be-
cause of our research the following recommen-
dation should be followed. First, in legal terms, it
can be generally concluded that Macedonian leg-
islation follows the EU system. Macedonian leg-
islation has a general regime for protection and
few sectoral regimes. But it is necessary further
clarification and elaboration of applicable rules,
at least in procedural terms. The procedures for
registration and demarcation of competences of
the Ministry of agriculture, forestry and water
economy and State Office of Industrial Property
should be more precise and clarified.

Second, it is very important for all legal
or natural persons that produce some of these
products to obtain an ordinary and basic knowl-
edge about the meaning of the Appellations of
Origin and Geographical Indications. It is very
important to promote the procedure of register-
ing these products, the rights of the holder of
protected rights. Core role of protection and mar-
keting campaign of Macedonian products must
be undertaken by Macedonian authorities. The

19 Available on Registar-na-geografski-oznaki.pdf (mzsv.gov.mk), accessed on 1.16.2025. The Registry
for registered AOs or Gls for wines is not available on the webpage.
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potential for growing Macedonian tourism also
lay on clever and precise strategies that should be
conducted by state authorities. Undoubtedly the
number of promoted registered Appellations of
Origin and Geographical Indications worldwide
will increase tourism and will affect the develop-
ment of the national economy.

It could be noted that geographical names
could play a significant role in Macedonian econ-
omy, especially in the food and wine industry.
Hence, it is necessary to work on the stimula-
tion in terms of protection of geographical name.
Permanent education and continuous support to
relevant entities, business communities and other
factors is an important tool in the set of measures
not only as a form of awareness raising but also
as a mode to acquire knowledge that would be
disseminated to every individual producer. Only
by following the course of these recommenda-
tions should bring benefit to all considered stake-
holders.
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